ABSTRACT Doctoral thesis developed in the Post-graduate in Nursing Program in the University of Brasilia. The main objective is: to describe the working process of a legal abortion service center in a regional hospital, located in Brasilia, Federal District. Method: this is a qualitative, descriptive and exploratory piece of research, with semi-structured interviews to collect data, using the technique of thematic content analysis to treat the information acquired.
During a pregnancy originating from sexual violence, women and teenagers are permitted the consider a legal interruption up to the twentieth week (1) . During this process, supported by the Code of Ethics, the health professional can refuse to participate in the process of legal abortion if this decision does not interfere with the right of the patient to have medical assistance during the abortion.
This legal tool, called objection of conscience, is used by health professionals when their personal beliefs and moral standards are against the proceedings used when taking care of the population, especially in situations related to the beginning and the end of life. It can be considered to be a victory for a pluralist and tolerant society that respects cultural diversities and individual convictions (2) . Therefore, it is a strategy that shows respect for the users and for the professionals involved.
Situations related to the objection of conscience and its influence on many aspects of life in society -and not only in health service centers -are objects of debate in Europe, North America and Oceania. However, this is a topic that has moved slowly in Brazilian society, both in science and health care. 
